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Hornblower fans will somewhat disappointed this 
avowedly last the well known series since scarcely 
seems reach the level set Mr. Forester the other 
books the Hornblower saga. This tale the adventures 
very humanly self-conscious and self-questioning of- 
the British Navy tropic seas and through 
Sept. almost personal vendetta with Napoleon has been, until 
this last installment, one the better adventure stories 
Sept. our times. One feels let down that Mr. Forester has 
finished shoddily when had hand the defeat 
Napoleon all the material needed form plot that 
would really have climaxed the career the wily 
Horatio. 
The tale opens promisingly enough with Sir Horatio 
Hornblower, K.B., convalescing from the siege typhus 
had acquired Riga and chafing under the cere- 
monial his Order. Summoned haste the Ad- 
which has broken out among the crew the brig Flame, 
blockade duty off the port Havre. The collapse 
46. Napoleon was imminent; England was straining every 
thew and almost all her sinews; the British Navy was 
thinly spread and the seriousness the mutiny lay the 


boost would give French morale with the consequent 
depression morale the Navy, hard-pressed Eng- 
land’s most potent weapon. Given carte blanche, 
atio takes the Porta Coeli, sister ship the Flame, gnd: 
Havre only find the Flame such 
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crew before can come with her. The intuitive 
Hornblower genius goes work and evolves plan 
discredit the Flame with the French authorities with 
whom her crew had been contact. This done 
disguising the Porta Coeli the Flame and, under the 
latter’s safe-conduct, slipping raid the French ship- 
ping the harbor. 


The raid successful and one the prisoners, relative 
Havre’s Mayor, offers surrender the city the 
face Napoleon’s impending defeat. Knowing that this 
may well mean the end the war the end Horn- 
blower, the offer trap, Horatio accepts and begins 
concert measures within the city while waiting for 
reinforcements from England. the meantime the Flame 
trapped revengeful Bonapartist gunboats and Horn- 
blower joins the melee, capturing both parties, thus end- 
ing the mutiny. From here the story lags and the 
customary Hornblower verve lacking. appointed 
military governor Havre, has his difficulties with 
civil government and with Prince the Blood sent over 
from England, organizes expedition which destroys the 
ordnance advancing Napoleonic army but the ex- 
pense the death the faithful Captain Bush, captures 
Rouen and the kill when the Allied Armies 
occupy Paris. But all done rather listlessly and the 
Hornblower peace for the first time his naval career 
wits end know what with himself. 


amid the diplomats who have taken over the 
play, Horatio quarrels with Barbara, 
wife; while she goes with Wellington, her brother, 
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life country squire. Returning France visits the 
rediscovered Marie Gracay, his former mistress, and 
the old liaison resumed. When Napoleon escapes from 
Elba and France rises his favor they are trapped the 
interior. The best that Forester can for Hornblower 
this crisis make him the leader ineffective 
guerilla band which occupies the attention Bona- 
partist division for time but soon dispersed. the 
final chase Marie killed and Hornblower captured, 
being summarily condemned death. The story ends 
with the news Waterloo acting automatic re- 
prieve. 

Definitely below the author’s usual level achievement, 
Lord Hornblower will yet exercise certain appeal 
those who must see for themselves the end Horatio. 
their case might recommend digging the back 
issues the Saturday Evening Post where the story was 
serialized. sexual liaison with Marie the only 
objectionable feature book which otherwise suit- 
able for adults. 


Book the Month Club---September 
Co-Selection 
(With Farge’s The Sudden Guest) 


Orwell, George. Animal Farm. Harcourt. 
26, 1946. 118p. $1.75. 


reading Animal Farm the question not: the book 
success? but rather: Why such spectacular suc- 
The author chose difficult medium, that satire. 
chose portray the Soviet experiment terms 
revolt animals farm against their human master, 
and the subsequent development animal communism. 
This might have been expected produce amusing 
book. What amazing, however, the achievement 
unusual depth and insight through such 
medium. 


Aug. 


Unquestionably, Orwell has produced work which de- 
serves rank with those Bullitt, Kravchenko, and 
Dallin. His prose fully powerful the drawings 
David Low. Perhaps the comparison helps explain the 
extent his achievement. Just caricature achieves its 
effect through extreme emphasis upon salient points, 
this satire stresses traits which might overlooked 
more orthodox treatment. 


The book the story how Jones, careless farmer, was 
expelled the animals his farm. They had previously 
been indoctrinated the thesis the class struggle 
old boar named Major. When the actual revolt came, 
the leaders were Snowball, theorist, and 
Napoleon, “not much talker, but with reputation 
for getting his own way”. Another pig, named Squealer, 
handled propaganda problems. was said that could 
turn black into white his persuasive arguing. “When 
was arguing, had way skipping from side 
side, and whisking his tail, which was somehow very 
persuasive”. 

The other animals did the manual labor, led Boxer, 
powerful horse whose mottoes were: must work 
harder” and “Napoleon always right”. meetings, the 
sheep always followed the leadership the pigs. Not 
being able follow the dialectics Animalism, 
simply bleated the motto which summarized the entire 
doctrine: “Four legs good, two legs bad”. There were 
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few malcontents, especially tame raven named 
who talked mysterious world which animals 
when they died. But the pigs ridiculed his talk 
candy Mountain, where was Sunday every day and 
animals were supremely happy. The pigs prevailed, 
the animals revived their spirits rousing 
called “Beasts England”, which had stirring tune 
“something between Clementine and 


After the rebellion, was noticed that Snowball anj 
Napoleon were never agreement. one 
meeting, Snowball had persuaded all the animals 
windmill, which would mechanize the farm and 
them more leisure. Napoleon, beaten argument, gave 
peculiar whistle and nine enormous dogs entered and 
sprang upon Snowball, who barely escaped with his life 
From then on, discipline was extremely severe. The 
animals slaved build the windmill, which 
had declared his own idea, stolen Snowball. 


The finer products the farm, such milk and apples 
were reserved the pigs. This was not done spirit 
selfishness, but only because pigs had the brain 
work. “It for your sake that drink that milk and eat 
those apples”. Later the pigs moved into Jones’ house, 
slept his beds, and drank his whiskey, all things which 
had been solemnly forbidden the beginning. 


Discipline the farm included savage purge, which 
so-called adherents Snowball were torn bits the 
dogs, after they first confessed their crimes. The work 
week went sixty hours, including Sunday 
latter was voluntary, only those who did not 
were given half rations. Rations were skimpy anyway, 
since most the products the farm were now traded 
men, order get machinery for the windmill. 


the meantime, the pigeons formed international 
spread Animalism other farms. The most hated 
bor was Frederick, who mistreated his animals terrible 
fashion. Suddenly, however, Napoleon reached 
ment with Frederick, and sold him stand lumber 
which had been lying the farm. The animals 
plauded Napoleon’s cunning getting high price from 
Frederick, pretending his enemy. was soon 
discovered that the money paid was counterfeit, and the 
next day Frederick attacked the farm. was fierce 
battle, but the animals finally routed the enemy. 


After the battle, the weary warriors were given rest. 
Conditions became worse, except for the lot the pigs, 
who still fared sumptuously. For some reason, the raven 
suddenly reappeared and was permitted speak 
candy Mountain. Gradually the farm 
and expanded, but the lot the ordinary animals did not 
improve. One day the sheep were called aside and given 
secret instructions. The next day the pigs appeared, 
ing two legs, while the sheep chanted: “Four legs good, 
two legs better”. 

The pigs grew more aloof from the other animals, and 
now consorted with men great deal. Indeed one 
banquet, witticism from prosperous farmer 
table uproar laughter: “If you have your lowet 
animals contend with, have our lower classes”. This 
was the result the new motto: animals are equal, 
some animals are more equal than others”. 
the animals now found hard distinguish the pigs from 
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men, now that they walked upright and wore clothes, 
and carried whips their front hooves. 


Thus, can seen that the animals had changed one 
form exploitation another. But they, and the world 
men likewise, did not realize this first, since each 
step was carefully rationalized cunning propaganda. 
They must follow their leader. one believes more 
frmly than Comrade Napoleon that all animals are equal. 
would only too happy let you make decisions 
for yourselves. But sometimes you might make the wrong 
decisions, comrades, and then where would be?” 


Laughter often more potent than invective. For this 
reason, Orwell’s book might final step convincing 
the millions self-deluded who have failed see Com- 
munism its true light. exploitation com- 
bined with cunning propaganda. Orwell shows, 
can use social discontent stepping-off point, but 
much more than revolt against injustice. Communism 
today preoccupied with political issues and power 
politics that the study merely terms economics 
intolerably shallow. Social justice should 
sought for its own sake, and Communism fought for the 
evil that is. Today the two struggles intersect much 
less than formerly. 


Animal Farm deserves wide circulation among all classes 


readers. 
Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 


Washington, 


Bernanos, Georges. Joy. Pantheon. Sept. 20, 1946. 
297p. $2.75. 

Clergerie was man who was amazed greatness 
any kind and avoided bewilderment; admired 
nothing and nobody, and surrounded himself with medi- 
ocrities like himself. was even afraid his own 
small successes member the Academy Moral 
Sciences, and fearful his own ambition, become 
member the Academy. The entire coterie intel- 
mediocrities sharing his interests 
lived its own complicated world semi-intellectual 
substitutes for reality. Clergerie’s escape was 
the realm ethical experiment; anything less complicated 
than his own confused reasoning annoyed and depressed 
him. Perouse, both friend and personal psychia- 
Clergerie, found his only true satisfaction 
the complications repressions and hidden motivation 
for conscious action; beyond that nothing for him could 
true. Abbé Cénabre, priest, scholar, and unbeliever, 
lived cold, cheerless and humorless atmosphere 
rationalism. Anything simple, such heroic goodness 
complete despair, was, because its very simplicity, 
beyond their understanding. 


was that all them tragically mistook conflict 
that was enacted their midst. Chantal, daughter 
Clergerie, was neither naive nor immature, but 
possessed simple goodness that they mistakenly 
thought immaturity, and transparency that they 
naively thought naivete. Hers was heroic nature, 
capable throwing itself into the heart danger and 
turning her own use, childlike its acceptance 
joy and sorrow, unafraid evil, though fully aware 
its presence and its possibilities. 
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Clergerie was baffled the character his daugh- 
ter, for him innocence like hers could only stem from 
ignorance immaturity, and she was neither ignorant nor 
immature. took counsel with himself and with her, 
speaking her with all the clumsy misunderstandings 
parent solving problem that did not exist. 
sought the advice the psychiatrist and the learned 
and they turn assumed the role adviser. Each 
however was confounded her utter simplicity, for her 
case did not fit into the neat preconceptions psychiatry 
nor into the spiritual nihilism the unbelieving priest; 
and each them was further confounded their inter- 
view find the role adviser and advised suddenly 
reversed under the spiritual penetration Chantal’s 
simple faith God. 


They were all them attempting protect her from 
what they thought were the base designs Fiodor, the 
Russian chauffeur, but with minds and experience much 
too ordinary interpret correctly the furtive attention 
that Fiodor paid Chantal. alone the entire house- 
hold sensed the secret Chantal, and the reason for the 
insecurity that all felt the presence Chantal. evil 
not the secret this house—no—the secret this house 
Grace. Our lost souls lap like water and find 
tasteless, savorless, although may well the fire that 
consume eternally ... are caught net that 
dragging pell-mell, somewhere don’t want go” 
(p. “She too pure, Mademoiselle Chantal, she 
comes and goes, she breathes and lives with the light, 
beyond us, beyond our presence. And yet, unknown 
her, she radiates light, she drags our black souls out 
the shadows, and the old sins begin stir, yawn, 
stretch and show their yellow (p. 146). 


Only these two, Chantal and Fiodor, have the courage 
that accompanies simplicity, the one the courage good, 
the other the courage evil. Fiodor was hypnotized 
her goodness, though could have part with it; 
felt himself compelled stay on, though reason told him 
leave the household; found irresistible the impulse 
stalk her, ferret out her secrets, and even expose 
them Chantal herself. This tension between Chantal 
and Fiodor the emotional axis the novel, irrecon- 
cilable conflict that could lead only very violent 
climax. 


The tragedy the story lies this that none the self- 
appointed custodians Chantal could understand and 
act prevent the tragedy, for none them having ever 
completely dedicated themselves anything all could 
possibly perceive the complete dedication Chantal 
good, and Fiodor evil. 


Joy novel violent contrasts; lengthy but carefully 
chiseled character studies. frequently confusing, 
particularly its somewhat lenthy observations the 
spiritual life. Though there are many fine insights 
things spiritual, highly individualstic spirituality 
that presented, with occasionally 
quietism. 

good novel, but would better one, and more 
Christian, the author himself were capable sym- 
pathizing with his menagerie mediocrities. 


Charles Denecke, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 
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Majdalany, The Monastery. Houghton, Mifflin. 
Sept. 24, 1946. 148p. $2.00. 


Out any war emerge unforgettable impressions created 
isolated campaigns and engagements. They remained 
etched the memory man because their severity 
significance, sometimes even their brevity. Due the 
large number such campaigns World War may 
considered more remarkable than any previous world 
conflict. And one which will never forgotten for its 
violent concentration attack was the assault the 
Benedictine Monastery, Monte Cassino, during half 


dozen months 1944. 


The Monastery account the concluding phases 
that struggle fought the British 78th Division and 
described one its battalion commanders. For power 
and sincere presentation the actuality the battlefront 
this reviewer has found few war stories surpass Major 
Majdalany’s description. nothing the flam- 
boyant, cinematic style with its close-ups tense, grim 
faces. terse, unsympathetic report men dead 
with fatigue, crouching under rocks all day until night 
should bring freedom move; the horrible stench 
unburied dead, man and beast alike; mangled, gro- 
tesquely twisted corpses. And over all stands the Mon- 
astery, bombed, blasted, and gutted, staring men sacking 
for the third time its thirteen hundred year old 
history. 


the American G.I. the late Ernie Pyle was looked 
his spokesman and representative. feel sure 
that the same respect may accorded Major Majdalany 
the British Tommy the infantry. The Monastery 
their story and the author has presented with the sin- 
cerity that can only come from good soldier. 


Except for few occasional lapses into blasphemy and pro- 
fanity the book recommended all adult readers. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York City 


Greenslet, Ferris. The Lowells and Their Seven 
Worlds. Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 17, 1946. 442p. 
$4.00. 


The New England Lowells are carried through seven 
generations their good friend and admirer, Ferris 
Greenslet. The book outgrowth earlier interest 
centered about James Russell Lowell. The present volume 
takes the fortunes the family with the coming 
Percival Lowell New England 1639; terminated 
the death Lawrence Lowell January 1943, 
the age eighty-seven. 


Naturally, most readers will instinctively compare the 
Lowell family with the Adams family. Mr. Greenslet 
has also done that. addition presenting with marked 
thoroughness the individual contributions that the mem- 
bers the Lowell family made, compares these contri- 
butions with those made the Adams family. seems 
the opinion that the Lowell family has been the 
more valuable the development New England and 
the nation, although admits that times com- 
parison difficult make, for various reasons. Greenslet 
stresses the fact that the Lowell family was richer 
material wealth than was the Adams family, and maintains 
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that this wealth was used very constructively and for th; 
advancement the general welfare. 
emphasizes the contributions made the Lowell 
and the Massachusetts Institute Technology, 
members the family, and turn maintains that 
institutions contributed much the nation. 
tion general, the Lowell family made contributions 
various types. The growth Harvard under the 
dency Lawrence Lowell receives considerable 
The relation President Lowell the 
case 1927 handled rather gingerly, but clear 
the author was not altogether satisfied with the 
family and its action that time. Footnotes are 
used; the intention evidently was present pages 
would not frighten the “average” reader. Those 
wish learn more about the Lowells will like this 
others may not find especially engrossing. 


Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Gresham, William Lindsay. Nightmare Alley. 
hart. Sept. 275p. $2.50. 


Obscenity today the atom bomb literary 
Manhattan Project literal sense, for the New Yor 
publishers are the leading ones (with few exceptions) 
the country, and they are the ones who have fostered 
Unlike the atom bomb, this Manhattan Project involve 
deep secrets locked within the minds 
scientists, the formulae are type upon the pages 
Forever Amber Memoirs Hecate County, 
competitors for the public purse can easily acquire and} 
spread the technique. Because the results these 
bombs are not apparent the ruins Hiroshima 
the publishers can complacent and the authors free 
wreak more havoc the minds and souls people. 


When book’s advertising begins like, “This not nice 
book, but fine and courageous one”, already have 
the implication that now you shall have the full 
about things hidden and that this truth will make 
average mortal finer being. Along these lines Night 
mare Alley, story Stanton Carlisle, who began as: 
helper carnival freak show, rose adulterous 
the status mind-reader, became entrepreneur 
spiritualism, and finally fell before the superior 
the psychoanalyst, Dr. Lilith Ritter, who too was 
above using her body supplement her mental 
“carny” (carnival) parlance, “geek” the lowest form 
give imitations drinking animal blood for the “marks’, 
the carnival customers who are easily deceived into think 
ing they are seeing half-man, half-animal. 
the helper who throws the chicken the 
ends one himself. 

Between the rise and the fall Stanton Carlisle have 
endless succession scenes fornication and adultery, 
accounts sadism, vulgarities language, etc., which 
make the book impossible recommend any way. One 
can only say that its descriptions lack 
“achieved” Memoirs Hecate County which 
mind pure pornography. 


time some canons and some laws were established 
deal with such books. (To those who say can’t done, 
point the Irish and the Canadians.) Stephen 
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Brown has pointed out Note 
(Libraries and Literature, 1937), “Your seller 
indecent post-cards gets six months and your immoral 
novelist gets the Prix Goncourt something the kind— 
sacred name literature. Does adultery cease 
adultery when committed Casanova Ben- 
yenuto Cellini, aye Charles Louis XIV?” 
Does this type literature, fed our soldiers and 
and airmen the millions have anything 
with the high venereal disease incidence the number 
neurotics who are returning from the service? Does 
have anything with the increasing amount juvenile 
delinquency? Mature persons responsibility should 
read just one these books and their decision will come 
more easily. 


Henderson, George Wylie. Jule. Creative Age. 


Sept. 26, 1946. 234p. $2.50. 


Ollie Miss Mr. Henderson told something the life- 
Southern colored woman. Jule deals with the 
formative years Ollie’s son. far back could 
remember, Jule had been told his mother, “You got 
somebody”; and that thought always drove him on. 
home, the Cotton Belt the deep South (exact 
place and period unspecified), Jule grew hunter 
and ’coons and planter’s handy man. Also, 
fell love with Bertha Mae, and love soon issued into 
physical intimacy. But Jule’s white employer made 
Mae his mistress, and the resulting imbroglio 
forced Jule find safety flight New York. 


Harlem, Jule finds work and comparative prosperity 
inanight club. soon gets into amorous entanglements 
with married woman and with young girl. Discover- 
ing that the girl false him, Jule cuts loose from the 
night club and obtains job print shop. Just after 
receives his apprentice’s card from the union, word 
comes his mother’s death. Going home the funeral, 
meets Bertha Mae, tells her that will take her back 
North with him—which the happy ending. 


Mr. Henderson has odd but effective style. His char- 
acters seem real. And Jule can probably considered 
authentic picture certain aspects colored American 
life. Unfortunately, the author Jule has seen fit 
imitate certain contemporary white novelists exag- 
“realism”, which expresses itself verbal vul- 
garities, profanity and blasphemy, and emphasizing 
sex and its manifestations every turn. 


Written with more restraint expression and description, 
Jule might have been valuable contribution Afro- 
American literature. stands, the book cannot 
commended the average reader. 
Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Frank, Pat. Mr. Adam. Lippincott. Sept. 11, 1946. 
$2.50. 
What would happen should all the males the human 


suddenly find themselves sterile? And then what 
would happen one fertile male were discovered? The 


answers these two questions make the story Mr. Adam, 
asort Thorne Smith plot and developed much the 
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same manner. Made suspicious the absence reserva- 
tions maternity hospitals young newspaperman, Steve 
Smith, finally broke the story that radiation from tre- 
mendous atomic explosion has sterilized all human males. 
was also responsible for releasing the world the 
news that one man alone remained That man 
was Homer Adam, gangling, six and half foot geol- 
ogist, shy, retiring, inhibited and married ordinary 
fact was discovered Dr. Thompson, 
obstetrician, who was called attend his wife’s pregnancy. 


Homer Adam was classified top priority strategic ma- 
terial and was commandeered the government becom- 
ing the bone dispute between the National Research 
Council and the National Refertilization Project. was 
assigned the N.R.P. the source material for 
artificial insemination program but due red tape delays 
was seduced and carried over the N.R.C. 
siren-scientist known “The Frame”. The scientists also 
wanted him material determine the effects radia- 
tion and the possibility nullifying them. Adam finally 
rebelled against his treatment and catching the scientists 
unawares was able subject himself radiation and 
produce his own sterilization. Hope for the human race 
revived when Doctor Thompson perfected the use 
sea weed extract which restored fertility irradiated 
males. Most the story revolves about the antics 
governmental agencies Washington and each situation 
develops more ridiculous than its predecessor. 


This humorous satire somewhat the nature tour 
force and suffers badly when subjected the criteria 
reality. story the same class those pro- 
duced for the lower class pulp magazines. Its only good 
points are the satirical descriptions the nature bureau- 
cratic government and its exposition the tendency 
people nothing but attempt carry normally 
the face One could scarcely say that the 
topic chosen good taste and one would expect 
there great deal suggestiveness, vulgarity and 
ribaldry the development the story. The morality 
artificial insemination, self-sterilization and illicit sexual 
relations ignored. Profanity occurs 
though, general, the book would not seem entirely un- 
suitable for most adults there reason recommend 
anyone. 


Smith, Merriman. Thank You, Mr. President. 
Harper. Sept. 11, 1946. 304p. $2.50. 


Mr. Smith the White House Correspondent for the 
United Press and such has been the very nerve 
center the country during the past few years decision. 
Only the three news services, A.P., U.P., and to- 
gether with few the larger metropolitan papers main- 
tain full-time correspondents the White House. These 
correspondents “ghouls”, Mr. Smith refers them, 
must cover every story which the President the 
United States involved whether the White House 
elsewhere and every piece news which breaks from 
the White House. Mr. Smith speaks them the most 
direct connection between the President and the people. 
Their’s alert, active, exciting, interesting life and the 
author has written extremely entertaining and readable 
book concerning the events which occurred during his 
years the House Pennsylvania Avenue and the per- 
sonalities involved. 


i 
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Mr. Smith begins with description the mechanics 
the task covering the President—he describes press ar- 
rangements, press conferences, press secretaries, methods 
travel and voluntary censorship. Much the rest 
the book devoted two Presidents, Roosevelt and 
Truman, whom covered. describes Roosevelt 
aristocrat with sense social mission, conviction that 
alone could serve the people best crises, master 
political strategist, actor with highly developed 
sense the dramatic, determined man who overcame 
major physical defect, practical joker and great 
man. Though speaks faults and defects says 
very little about them. There short description the 
Presidential Secret Service and some the cranks en- 
countered the White House. Then goes 
describe the beginning the war and his part cover- 
ing the news December 1941, following with material 
changes routine and procedure the White House 
during the war. Other topics covered are the various 
wartime conferences and visits, the fourth term and finally 
the decline and death Roosevelt. secret inside 
information given but the much more intimate view 
events and personalities makes the book very interesting. 


Then Mr. Smith met President Truman, the early-rising, 
average American, level-headed, sincere but somewhat 
timorous assumed the new office. Luckily began 
with the nation whole united behind him but then 
came the atomic bomb, the end the two wars, the race 
for reconversion and the whole country split along lines 
special interests and Truman found himself facing one 
crisis after another. Under the pressure his easy-going 
nature hardened and became more decisive executive, 
willing take action with unpleasant consequences for 
the sake his country’s welfare. The book closes with 
description some few celebrities whom the author en- 
countered during his term duty. The only objection- 
able features the book are the occasional use pro- 
fanity and the inclusion very suggestive wise crack 
page 273. Otherwise the book can recommended 
entertaining and informative reading. 


* 
Lowell, Juliet. Dear Sir Madam. Duell. Sept. 
13, 1946. 92p. $1.00. 


The author Dear Sir has collected another series 
letters public agencies and private individuals and has 
published them under the above title. These letters 
purport show the ridiculous and hilarious situations 
which Americans have entangled themselves when deal- 
ing with the problems rationing, the draft, housing, 
government regulation and forth. The letters, most 
cases are very short and unoriginal. The major objection 
the book that many the letters are suggestive, 
ribald merely vulgar. suitable only for adults and 
deserves little recommendation. 


Foster, Michael. House Above the River. 
Brown. Sept. 10, 1946. 358p. $2.75. 


could well that the people for whom this book would 
the most good are just those whom one would hesi- 
tate recommend it. There denying the author’s 
integrity wishing portray the triumph ideal 
his realistic pattern character and situation. Moreover 
the ideal which tries save, namely the wholeness 


> * 


Little, 


Lowell Foster 


Best 


love between man and woman, one which 
besieged from both sides the center. 
marriage, the institution which alone capable 
serving the ideal the real world know, treated 
the author merely phase pragmatic growth 
the fulfillment love. There scoffing the 
ment such; quite the contrary. But the very 
ing marriage the ascent the principals the: 
ideals that creates danger for anyone who would ide 
tify himself with the 


Briefly the story concerns man and woman who 
adolescence once their love and its uneven 
They part with only image for 
she marry quickly and forget the image; 
mence life research haunted it. time form 
other relationships with amoral casualness, but neve 
with impulse give, however strong the appeal. 
the end, his first love, driven from the marriage she 
tried make comfortable, seeks out her friend, and 
phantom their adolescent episode faced. 


That the story barest outline; but there much 
said. First there the author’s prefatory declan. 
tion, the full importance which comes the reade 
only gradually. his brief remarks, Foster tries 
the device the first personal narration the form 
record his own personal life sort legacy 
his son when the latter should come ask it.—But 
declaration, even taken with the recurring asides 
italics, does not keep the reader always aware the 
son the narrator. Thus one way, the author’s 
exemption from opinion belied, for the reader 
too often the author, and not the fictional John Conway 
who holds sway. This fact important because the 
cipal character, Conway, singularly free from any 
objective judgment, the sort comment that 
often needs offset the emotional appeal the 
cipals. Also, for what the novel gains the device, 
loses another way, since better insight into the 
acters confronted Conway denied the reader. 


When you start the book, you hope for more. lod 
for larger scope the review Conway’s life. 
except for the midnight digressions the sometimes 
torian, the memoirs are confined directly indirectly 
the development Conway’s relations with Regan, 
girl who only after many years became his wife. But thi 
much satisfying story itself. And even 
extraneous verbiage people, war, death, etc- 
doesn’t enhance the element drama, more like! 
engage the reader than bore there 
the way all this woven in. But the love stor 
that the writer best shows his purpose and 
here there strict and discrete adherence theme, 
validity dialogue, which together succeed well 
bare the delicate tensions which the essential plot 
constructed. 


Yet with all the high purpose, the delicate regard 
women, and the intentions the meaning love, 
true significance marriage ignored. For John 
way, marriage not state wherein two persons 
guard promise, and then try perfect, their 
the essential unity the parties only 
valid, would say, when promises are 
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the average mortal, can only phase, with perhaps 
outside chance for success. 


The reader should prepared for frankness about 
human relations general, and sex particular, which, 
though not unjustified, not fare for everyone, even 


among 
McDonald, 
University Scranton 


William J., S.J. Spotlight Labor Unions. 
$2.50. 


There’s never dull moment Father Smith’s very busy 
and very useful life—or his provocative little book. 
The book collection super-popular essays the 
American labor movement, designed—almost deliberate- 
ly, one infuriate and/or antagonize many 
people possible. 


Father Smith aims his broadsides two groups par- 
the conservative employer who refuses 
accept trade unionism and welcome organized labor 
genuine partnership management; the Com- 
munists, and racketeers the labor 
movement itself. Both groups have coming them, 
and Father Smith the man “let them have it”. 
enjoy the thankless assignment immensely. 


The difficulty this, however, that the author writes 
and furiously that the fine edge accuracy 
sometimes unwittingly blurred the process. 
sems the reviewer, who offers the following evidence 
more less the order ascending importance. 


1.) Railroad “Brotherhood” should more 
There’s more than one. 


2.) slightly inaccurate say that the right or- 
ganize wasn’t “legalized” the United States until the 
passage the Wagner Act. Actually the right or- 
ganize has been “legal” for more than century. The 
Wagner Act, the lasting credit its sponsors, protects 
the worker the exercise that right. 


The following sentence needs qualified: “As 
matters now stand unlimited competition the gauge 
that sets the percentage (of profit) each individual cor- 
poration”. and large American industry charac- 
terized much monopoly and monopolistic competi- 

4.) The leaders the “common man” are referred 
one instance his “so-called” leaders. less cynical 
adjective probably would have served just well. 


The Frey amendment (freezing any contract between 
and union that had existed for period 
three months) justly criticized. But the author’s con- 
unfortunately over-stated: “The principle 
monopoly control was preserved for the AFL, the Kaiser 
was safe for the duration, and with it, one 
knows how many phoney company unions were given 
new lease life.” The AFL, with all its faults, not 
the when quarreling with the 
sponsoring company unions. 


Mr. John Brophy, who has already quietly suffered 
enough the hands Catholic critics, seems entitled 
apology for the implications the following gratuitous 


Smith 107 


reference his name: “With John Brophy acting Field 
Agent, Lewis enlisted the aid the 
the initial organization the CIO. Why single out 
Mr. Brophy (who, incidentally, mentioned only this 
one connection) and leave him the tender mercies 
the undiscriminating reader? 

The verb “to keep” transitive and, when used 
the following context, implies measure conscious col- 
lusion and personal guilt which Father Smith probably 
didn’t mean impute Mr. Philip Murray: “John 
Lewis brought them (the Communists) in. Philip Murray 
has kept them in.” The indictment cries out for all sorts 
qualifications. 


The foregoing criticisms are all rather non-essential and 
are offered very friendly spirit and only for the sake 
the record. 


Much more difficult appraise Father Smith’s “smash- 
bang” treatment the extremely complicated problem 
the extent Communist influence and control the 
The reviewer admires Father Smith’s directness 
but questions the accuracy the over-all impression which 
leaves with the reader. Even more debatable are some 
his recommendations. 


Father Smith holds the (unproved) theory that the 
Communists and are firmly en- 
trenched the CIO that they ousted dis- 
possessed without the debilitation even the destruction 
the whole CIO. For this reason our opinion that 
the CIO contains the seeds its own destruction.” 
the light this pessimistic analysis, Father Smith makes 
the following remarkable recommendation the CIO, 
recommendation which either amuse infuriate 
its leaders and its members, depending the quality 
their sense humor: “Anytime the sound, constructive, 
unspotted unions the CIO decide back the 
AFL and leave the Communist aggregations isolated and 
their own, would welcome the move. Personally, 
that appears the most logical and perhaps the 
only solution thoroughly unsatisfactory situation.” 


Father Smith perfectly correct his analysis the 
evil Communism, somewhat less than convincing 
his statistical appraisal the strength in- 
fluence the CIO, none too generous his appreciation 
the efforts that have already been made and are still 
being made CIO leaders eliminate Communist in- 
fluence, and altogether too negative his recommenda- 
tions. matter fact, his recommendations almost 
seem contradict one another. For times seems 
urging the CIO clean house and other times 
(cf. above) implies that the whole thing completely 
hopeless. 

the opinion the reviewer the author’s analysis 
CIO-PAC equally unsatisfactory and for somewhat the 
same reasons. His indictment over-drawn, his 
recommendations are too negative and, again, somewhat 
the CIO destined return the 
AFL, why bother clean out the PAC? Why not 
back into the AFL once and get over with once and 
for all? 

would unjust Father Smith over-emphasize the 
foregoing criticisms. For, all all, his book vigorous 
restatement the essentials Christian reconstruction 
and intelligent analysis current labor practices and 
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problems. It’s honest attempt the part honest 
and zealous man bestir America put the social ency- 
clicals into practice. And some the author’s criticisms 
the labor movement seem exaggerated and out 
proper focus, let remembered that they were writ- 
ten man sincerely devoted the cause 
organized labor and who himself has labored tirelessly, 
Director the Crown Heights Labor School and As- 
sociated Activities Brooklyn, bring justice the 
workingman and establish more Christian social order. 
Rev. George Higgins, 
Washington, 


* 


Stanwell-Fletcher, Theodora Driftwood Valley. 
Animal sketches John Stanwell-Fletcher. Little, 
Brown. Sept. 1946. 384p. $4.00. 


taste for the loneliness and realism out-of-the-way 
places and peoples” drove the the 
wilderness northern British Columbia, there observe 
the life the region and collect flora and fauna for the 
British Columbia Provincial Museum Victoria. 
wood Valley the scene their activities through several 
years; area near the southern tip Alaska, prob- 
ably hundred miles inland from the Pacific and four 
five hundred north Seattle, Washington. 


diary form, the authoress recounts beau- 
tiful style the manner life she and her husband 
led. combined description the natural history 
the British Columbia area with its timber wolves, 
grizzlies, weasels, swans, mergansers, trout, etc., and 
the native Indians and whites who inhabit it. de- 
scribing the constant danger their lives from natural 
elements, such excessive cold, often going fifty below 
zero, and swarms mosquitoes summer; and from 
accidents and illness (when “J” had abscessed tooth, 
took weeks and several hundred miles traveling 
procure aid), thus adventure story. Basically, 
however, tells how two people enjoyed themselves 
one nature’s most beautiful and terrifying northern 
areas. gives the verbal descriptions while 
supplements them with some sketches the leading 
animals, well-done they impressed even the Indians 
with their life-like quality. 

The extent the genius these two nature-lovers in- 
dicated the fact that “Teddy” took two year vacation 
from the excursion have baby, Patricia, “born 
October the very date planned for her”. 
though there are few statements implying apprecia- 
tion something beyond nature, such “we know again 
that man and his works are very small part something 
very great”, find direct reference God re- 
ligion. well-written description nature the 
Northland, may generally recommended. 


Warren, Robert the King’s Men. 
Aug. 19, 1946. 464p. $3.00. 


America there have been would-be dictators and their 
prototype was famous Southerner who managed seize 
power his own state and managed make himself 
heard national scale but who finally met violent 
death the halls his own Legislature. Around this 
prototype Robert Warren has built story would-be 


Harcourt. 


Warren 


dictator and his private life, story man who 
for power and got and how that power affected his 
life and the lives other people. During their 
there were three, all members old, aristocratic 
families, Jack Burden, Adam Stanton and his sister Anne 
But the three were suffering from some sort 
and they grew older they left their way 

life search fulfillment. Jack left his 
impersonal mother and, after attempt journalism 
and another historical research, attached himself 
Willie Stark, back-country lawyer, demagogue and Goy. 
ernor the state, who had desired power right the 
wrongs under privileged people, who had obtained 
that power and was now using unscrupulously and 
violently for what considered the interests his people. 
Willie’s political assistant and trouble-shooter, 
tion whose continuous excitement makes for his own 
personal insufficiency, Jack has every opportunity 
this man power and observe the nuances his 
sonality. sees man whose intentions originally were 
good but who has been corrupted power and succes 
people’s interests only with his own success and 
Adam Stanton became famous surgeon and the pres 
work and the opportunity help people satisfied par. 
tially his own insufficiency. Anne, who had been love 
with Jack, drifted into minor social work. 


Governor Stark ordered Jack find some incident the 
past life the upright Judge Irwin, who has been the 
friend Jack’s youth, and finally uncovered evidence 
bribe power company. the meantime Jack 
and the Governor had secured the idealistic Adam Stan- 
ton director hospital which the Governor was 
building for the poor, project dear Willie’s 
Adam’s services were secured only the plea that here 
would have almost unlimited opportunity further 
his good works. the same time Anne, hoping find 
his vitality the satisfaction her own futility, began 
affair with the When the Governor’ 
spoiled son Tom was caught sexual liaison with 
unknown girl the political opposition attempted dis 
credit the Governor. effort frighten them 
Jack was sent lay his evidence before Judge Irwin. The 
Judge committed suicide escape dishonor 
learned that was the Judge’s illegitimate son. 
finally broke the opposition buying off their one power- 
ful supporter with the contract build his hospital. 
Adam finally learns Anne’s affair with Stark and, 
ing that connected with his position and that Anne 
has dishonored herself, waylays the Governor and 
assassinates him, dying himself the process. Jack drifts 
aimlessly for awhile still seeking something which 
believe, finally marrying Anne and returning his 
torical research with the conviction (obtained studying 
the behavior Willie and Anne and Adam and Judge 
Irwin) that there God and that man responsible 
for and can fashion his own life. 


novel All the King’s Men rather artificial and 
awkwardly developed attempt portray human 
acter and man’s search for something which believe 
and upon which build his filled with great 
deal maundering drivel which masquerades 
sophical speculation. Characters are poorly conceived, 
little understood, awkwardly drawn, incompletely realized 
and usually nothing more than author’s puppets. 
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features include excessive profanity, subjective 
morality and amoral attitude toward illicit sexual 
There too little value recommend the book 
any class reader. 


Graham, Elinor. Charm String. Macmillan. 
July 30, 231p. $2.50. 


The thread that holds this narrative together buttons. 
For “charm string” consists 999 threaded buttons— 
two alike, and was her hobby button collecting 
that afforded the author this book easy access the 
homes and hearts her neighbors. Everyone the Pine 
Tree State has hobby, seems. During the long winter 
evenings when the house banked with spruce boughs 
and the snow lies deep outside and the fire the open 
crackles, hobby some sort practical necessity. 
The virus buttonicus entered Mrs. Graham’s bloodstream 
when she dug her property button dating from the 
Revolutionary period. the fever grew, and neighbors 
ransacked their attics dismantled grandma’s wedding 
dress help her, Mrs. Graham found whole new world 
open her, rather two new worlds: American history 
and genealogy reflected the buttonic panorama, and 
the world small Maine community. 


This latter point the real point the book. Buttons 
are only excuse. Mrs. Graham, formerly Elinor Mish 
Hagerstown, Md., successful actress and traveller, 
married Cambridge University man and settled 
Maine Flying Point Casco Bay. previous book, 
Our Way Down East, she expressed her affection for her 
adopted state, and this affection has not diminished 
the present volume, where meet tradespeople, fisher- 
folk, antique dealers and fellow citizens general; savor 
the blended smell sea and pine; encounter moose 
the woods and apple-throwing monkeys walls; and 
experience the diverse beauty landscape and garden. 


There naturally “plot” the story, but reaches 
minor climax author, rather discerning 
passage, discovers the spiritual danger cultivating the 
acquisitive instinct such—a danger which collectors 
whatever kind are peculiarly subject. She still loves 
buttons, but one gathers that she has contrived put 
them their place. The book’s interest uneven—some 
the characterizations are not successfully realized (e.g., 
Mr. Auber, 154 ff.) and the descriptive paragraphs 
now and then grow wearisome—but for quiet 
summer reading with regional slant you may enjoy 
Maine Charm String. refreshing learn that there 
isa National Button Society. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


David. Years Wrath. Simon and Schuster. 
1946. $3.75. 


Those who seldom see the cartoons produced David 
Low may bring themselves date going through 
this thick book his drawings. The pages are not num- 
but the generous number cartoons included deal 
with the period from September, 1931, when the Japanese 
invaded Manchuria, September, 1945, when the Jap- 
anese surrendered. Some the cartoons appeared two 
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earlier books Mr. Low’s published this country 
1939 and 1941, but this book far more inclusive than 
either the earlier ones. News analyst Quincy Howe 
the Columbia Broadcasting System has written running 
commentary for the cartoons, and has also prepared 
excellent war chronology, covering the period 1931-1945. 


Throughout the book, the dislike which Low has for 
Fascism its various forms emphasized. The aggressive 
tendencies the Japanese, the Italians, and the Germans, 
least their leaders, are caustically treated the 
cartoons. When occasion demands, Low can also 
critical Russia, but seems that has much less fear 
Communism than has Fascism. 


The cartoons relating the United States almost in- 
variably show almost uncanny understanding our 
problems and conflicting issues. The readers the 
Evening Standard, London, are thus kept well informed 
shifting sentiment the United States. Although 
champion harmony among Russia, England, and the 
United States, Low has great deal sympathy for the 
smaller nations, his drawings indicate. was also 
firm believer the merits disarmament, when that 
issue was receiving serious consideration many years ago. 
War not all glorified his work. 


Those who wish review with little effort the world 
trends the past fifteen years will find this book great 
help. perhaps the best book its type available, and 
will actually convey many ideas more graphically than 
the printed word could do. All types readers will 
probably find helpfully interesting. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, Chicago 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---September Selection 


Edgley, Leslie. Fear More. Simon and Schuster. 
Sept. 13, 1946. 202p. $2.00. 


don’t suppose detective story writers realize how much 
they share common with Franz Kafka’s nightmarish 
recreations walking dreams. Or, maybe, since they 
are more likely pore over the masters their own 
trade, with Chesterton they have this affinity: the 
Chesterton the fraudulent insane asylum the Poet 
and the Lunatics. Mr. Edgley recreates this sickening 
Lady Vanishes atmosphere with great brilliance and fidel- 
ity. The trick the psychiatric frame-up has been 
played quite often late, but his cards are crisp and new 
and capable trumping the familiar aces. 


His appealing heroine, Sharon Carlin, gets the train 
Hollywood, sealed manila her purse de- 
livered, pursuant the instructions her employer, 
Milo Seymour, certain Jay Rogers San Francisco. 
Her compartment has two sinister inhabitants: dead 
woman and gunman who first drugs her with whiskey, 
then saps her. When she comes to, detective takes her 
off the train, charged with murder. She escapes him, 
reaches San Francisco, finds, her second visit his 
office, Jay Rogers just recovering from blow the head; 
the envelope she had left with his secretary gone, and 
knows nothing herself, her mission, her em- 
ployer. For wonder, however, believes her fantastic 
story, until the bland masks Milo Seymour and his evil 
entourage convince him that Miss Carlin dangerous 
paranoiac suffering from persecution complex which 
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leads her people Pullman compartments with dead 
women, and her own apartment with the imagined corpse 
engaging dipsomaniac. Only, discovers later, 
there really was killing her room; and the hunt up. 


Mr. Edgley has taut narrative ability coupled with 
descriptive flair for little street-scapes that are vivid like 
Van Gogh’s famous midnight poolroom. His story not 
particularly original theme, but out the run the 
murder mill treatment. Also, for welcome change, 
there healthy chivalry the relations between hero 
and heroine all too rare nowadays even that last citadel 
traditional ethics story-telling, the detective thriller. 


Charles Brady, 

Canisius College, 

Buffalo, New York 


Stowe, Leland. While Time Remains. Knopf. Aug. 
22, 1946. 379p. $3.50. 


It’s great and long deferred consolation find reputable 
author willing make the following blunt statement, 
relative the atomic bomb: “The first grave 
parable mistake was for the United States Army use 
the bomb offensively, thereby killing 100,000 persons—all 
but few, civilians” (p. possibly would not 
have dared make that statement August, 1945. The 
reviewer can but one important Catholic spokesman 
who protested the bomb, and but one Catholic periodical 
which stigmatized the action for the murderous one that 
was. Now, October, 1946, the pendulum has swung 
far the opposite direction that even Admiral [Bull] 
Halsey, known the leading “Jap hater” all the armed 
forces, has recently said that his opinion the use the 
atomic bomb was great mistake, because the war was 
practically won when the bomb was used. The author 
devotes much space his introductory chapters the 
bomb, and says little comfort the Washington ad- 
ministration, which convinced created the crisis 
which has since developed. quotes (p. 17) the ad- 
mission Mr. Byrnes that the State Department was not 
consulted when the administration decided continue 
manufacturing the bombs. Hence, had the spectacle 
the nation with the largest air and naval forces, going 
ahead with the production atomic bombs. was not 
until the Acheson report April, 1946, was issued that 
anything resembling peaceful assurance was given 
other nations. Stowe’s judgment, are blame for 
the present chaotic situation relative the control 
atomic energy. 


However, the book was not written simply voice that 
complaint. This well known reporter hoped, while time 
remains, suggest acceptable foundations upon which 
peace could based. view the recent turmoil over 
the Wallace statements, noteworthy that Stowe em- 
phasizes the necessity peace between the U.S.S.R. and 
the U.S.A. unwilling admit that shall always 
able defeat Russia. remarks: “Tomorrow the 
Soviet Union’s reserves some the most essential ma- 
terials may surpass our own. Tomorrow the physical 
wealth China, Brazil, and Africa may found have 
moved closer our own, even surpassing some im- 
portant particulars. The U.S.A. eating its coal, 
iron, copper, etc., much faster than many other countries. 


Stowe Sperling 


Best 


U.S.A. will not much more than 135,000,000 
this same period the Soviet Union expected 
the Soviet Union will perhaps have 32,000,000 men 
military age, and the United States will have 
(pp. 31-32). 


many readers the book will seem pro-Russian; 
them Stowe will seem socialist. calls 
plainly Jeffersonian democrat (p. 213); 
that the only safe bulwark against Communism lies 
raising the standard living the people (p. 107); 
maintains that Communism has practically disappeare 
Russia, anyway, and that state socialism has taken 
place. evident that believes that socialism will 
more generally accepted everywhere than capitalism 
less the latter system improves the economic structure 
today. seems believe that Russia will draw eve 
more her neighbors into her orbit, because 
promises, which may may not fulfilled. Stowe 
tains that the system land distribution which 
has initiated some the Baltic and Balkan areas sh: 
has recently annexed, will lessen the political 
those peoples against her. 


Among other viewpoints hammered home this bod 
are these: the Chinese government Chiang Kai-shek 
reactionary and dictatorial; the American troops Chim 
are serving useful purpose; the emperor Japan 
removed; the Churchill government 
for the civil war Greece; our own generals will 
about the destruction this nation leave 
them, because must think terms international, 
not national, defense; support the United Nations give 
our only hope survival; all atomic bombs 
destroyed, and international commission should 
appointed which would have the power prevent the 
manufacture any more bombs; whether like 
not immaterial, since must accept her fact 
and must refrain from suicidal war, prompted 
our dislike Communism, because Communism cannot 
harm have the faith democracy that the 
sians have state socialism. 


Some may dismiss the book simply the work 
socialist. prevent that, might add that Paul 
man, president the Studebaker Corporation, used many 
the book’s arguments his address Chicago 
September before the American Bankers’ 
Does that make Hoffman socialist, too? 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, Chicago 


Sperling, Abraham Psychology for the Millions. 


Frederick Fell. July, 1946. 397p. $3.00. 
Psychology for the Millions has nothing say that 


not been said already the abbreviated manuals 
elementary psychology. What contains beyond 
sional statement principle nothing more than 
melange miscellaneous odds and ends culled from 
newspaper clippings, advertising blurbs, and_ 
cereal boxes. The author writes with quite 
air one trying dismiss his own scholarship lightly 
(an attitude which most serious readers will join him), 
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and offers this strange collection irrelevancies 
entertaining, light, readable. But all has 


The method followed that stating principle and 
then illustrating the principle with flashy display 
information. The information, however, seems have 
selected with regard for relevancy logic. There 
evidence originality, except the curious selec- 
tion unnecessary information; not even the restate- 
ment discussion Where the material 
touches moral problems, and does frequently, the 
strikes attitude condescending tolerance to- 
ward anything and everything. 


Books psychology need not obscure in- 
only the initiate; they should readable. 
But they should serious. There need stoop 
the banalities perpetrated this volume. Books this 
type debase the science psychology. 


Charles Denecke, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


s 
Har- 


Nelson, Donald Arsenal Democracy. 


Donald Nelson’s study war production combines many 
interesting features. inside history America’s 
war effort, the transforming peaceful nation into the 
arsenal democracy. revealing history the 
stresses and strains which obtained our wartime govern- 
ment. And his own Apologia for the part which 
played this crowded picture. 


The author was fortunately situated obtain the facts, 
since was close the war effort from its feeble and 
fumbling beginnings. Thus, can chronicle with per- 
sonal knowledge the growth the crisis and the corre- 
sponding efforts meet it. outlines the functions 
and results the various initialed agencies which cul- 
minated the War Production Board, which was 
the head. careful reader can note the sources early 
failures, although the book the whole not critical 
the men who were responsible for the blunders. Thus, 
not much stress laid the failure stockpile critical 
when diplomatic trends made war distinct 
possibility. 

Mr. Nelson has good word for all with whom 
worked, with the exception certain officers the Army 
branch. defends civil service “bureaucrats”, 
dollar-a-year men, labor and labor leaders, and the leaders 
American business. But his conflicts with the military 
mind were continuous and severe. The basic complaint 
that they were not production-minded. They refused 
consider the over-all implications their demands, 
and they were often unwilling make minor adjust- 
ments for the sake more rapid production. even 
goes far imply that the German general staff 
was much more efficient and intelligent this regard 
than our own. 


Much can said for the relatively non-critical approach 
will probably give closer approxima- 


tion the truth than will emerge from current investiga- 
necessary they are, which stress only the sordid 
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and the mercenary. Any fair historian must allow for 
the fact that has the wisdom hindsight. Never- 
theless, the complete picture will probably reveal more 
than the bed roses, with few Army thorns prick 
the unwary, portrayed the author. Efficient war pro- 
duction was achieved only after 
brought the brink disaster. Full responsibility 
for this contretemps should assessed, only prevent 
its future occurance. 


While the present work not complete, rich and 
temperate. good and fairly accurate picture 
important phase recent history. such should 
appeal wide variety readers. should also re- 
ceive careful reading from our military leaders, who un- 
fortunately are compelled plan for another war before 
the peace treaties the present war are written. 
statesmanship cannot prevent war, then should 
least prepared for that fearful challenge. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 
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